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(Contact Info on last page).  

 
1 Please indicate whether recycling of household or residential recyclables is mandatory, 
voluntary or perhaps both (mandatory for some materials and voluntary for others) in 
your state. 
 
Voluntary. There are bans on landfilling of lead-acid batteries, liquefied paint and automobile 
tires. 
 
2. Is there a State Law(s) that mandates, encourages, or otherwise facilitates the recycling 
system or programs in your state and what is the reference for that section of your state 
code? 
 
OCGA 50-5-60 requires state agencies to buy recycled content paper, retreaded tires, and the 
use of compost and mulch. Of course, there are qualifiers contained in the code language.  I'm 
unaware of any code section that speaks to the need or desire for recycling per se, other than as 
is implied by the waste diversion goal (see #3). There's some language in the enabling legislation 
that talks about waste reduction, recycling and recycling market development. 
(12-8-37.1) 
 
3. Does your state law (or other directive) mandate, encourage or otherwise specify a state 
goal for the rate of recycling or diversion (e.g. percentage of overall waste stream, etc.)  If 
so, what is the statutory reference? 
 
OCGA 12-8-21 (c) sets up a 25% waste reduction goal. There are a number of qualifiers in the 
language, and the goal was often misinterpreted as a mandate early on.   
 
12-8-21(c) It is the intent of the General Assembly that every effort  be undertaken to reduce on a 
state-wide per capita basis the amount of municipal solid waste being received at disposal 
facilities during fiscal year 1992 by 25 percent by July 1, 1996; provided, however, that counties 
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and municipalities that establish an annual measurement of municipal solid waste being received 
at disposal facilities prior to the end of fiscal year 1992 shall be given credit for reductions 
achieved based on that measurement period prior to fiscal year 1992; provided, further, that 
municipal solid waste received at any waste to energy facility which was in operation on 
January 1, 1991, is exempted from this subsection. 
    
4. Please indicate how your state measures recycling rates?  (Are there reporting 
requirements? who reports and how frequently?) What wastes are captured in the 
measurement of your recycling/diversion rate?  (e.g. residential garbage? yard waste? 
commercial and industrial wastes? Waste tires? white goods? automobiles? etc?). 
 
Georgia is in the minority among states in that we don't measure recycling rates. The last such 
measurement was conducted in 1996, and concluded a 33% recycling rate. Instead, Georgia 
measures per capita waste disposal, because that is how our waste reduction goal is described. 
Any time I've tried to learn how recycling rates are calculated, it gets confusing very quickly. All 
permitted landfills in Georgia are required to report tonnage received quarterly to the 
Environmental Protection Division. That data combined with population gives us a per-capita 
daily rate of waste entering permitted landfills. It ignores recycling efforts. 
 
5. What association does commercial, institutional, and industrial recycling have with the 
household or residential recycling in your state? Are recycling activities from these sectors 
factored into your overall state recycling rate? 
 
Commercial and institutional recycling efforts often use at least part of the existing 
infrastructure, public or private, that provides recycling services for the residential population. 
Industrial recycling functions pretty much independently of the rest, relying instead on waste 
exchanges and internally-developed contacts for reuse, either for recycled content feedstock or 
waste reduction/diversion of the manufacturing process excesses. 
 
 
6. What is your most recently measured rate of recycling or diversion for your state? 
(Please indicate the time frame for this measurement. e.g. calendar year, fiscal year, etc.) 
 
The last such measurement was conducted in 1996, and concluded a 33% recycling rate. 
Georgia's per-capita Municipal Solid Waste disposal rate is 7.15 pounds per person, per day.b 
This is as of the end of Fiscal Year 2003, which ended June 1, 2002. To achieve our 25% waste 
reduction goal, that figure needs to be 5.3 pounds/person/day.  
 
7. What are the most commonly employed systems in your state for collecting residential 
recyclables.  Are different sized communities required or encouraged to meet a certain 
standard of recycling services? 
 
See attached pdf file.  
 
No.  
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8. Do you have rural communities in your state that have developed and are maintaining 
successful residential recycling programs?  What type of "system" are these successful 
communities employing? 
 
Yes. I don't know of any one type that applies to all of them, but the more successful programs 
tend to have Keep America Beautiful affiliates responsible for the recycling program, or at least 
involved with it. I think a successful recycling program is less contingent on proper equipment 
and collection set-up than it is about having an enthusiastic person who is visible in the 
community driving the program. That person also needs a sound awareness of collection 
operations, the need for solid markets and an ability to get out and address the community. 
Obviously the correct infrastructure is needed, but it's often a personality that makes the 
difference between a successful recycling program and a mediocre one.  
 
That said, many of the rural communities employ a system of recycling convenience centers. 
These should be staffed and secured to prevent illegal dumping. I know that Wayne County 
jointly operates a good recycling center with the City of Jesup. The county has a good host 
fee agreement with a large private landfill that's been operating in the county for 13 years, and 
while those fees do not directly fund the recycling center, I suspect that it might go away without 
that host fee agreement.  
 
9. What incentives (grants, loans, tax incentives, etc.) are offered in your state for recycling 
and to whom are these incentives available? (state government, local governments, private 
companies, universities and institutions, etc.) How are these grants or loans funded? 
 
Solid waste reduction and education efforts are funded partly through the collection of a $1 fee 
on all new passenger vehicle tires purchased in the state. This money is intended for the Solid 
Waste Trust Fund, which was set up to clean up scrap tire piles, prevent their reappearance, and 
promote solid waste reduction through education and improved waste management 
infrastructure. Those dollars must be appropriated by the Legislature each year; for the last two   
years that has not happened and the collected monies have gone into the general fund. As a 
result, local assistance grants through the EPD or the Georgia Environmental Facilities 
Authority have stopped.  Some low interest GEFA loans remain available.  
 
10. Does your agency or state have a "recycling program," In what agency is the program 
housed and how many full time employees are dedicated to recycling program activities? 
 
Georgia's in-house recycling program was privatized a couple years ago, but continues to be 
managed through the Department of Administrative Services.  At DCA, office paper and 
aluminum cans are collected separately; as is the case at most state agencies. The State 
Recycling Coordinator position is currently vacant, and I've assumed some of those 
responsibilities.  
 
Also attached is a table of various states' solid waste funding mechanisms.  
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