PETITION AGAINST THE TOXIC WOOD SPAYING BY IN-LINE FOREST PRODUCTS IN
THE PALMERS CROSSING COMMUNITY, HATTIESBURG, MISSISSIPPI

To: The Mississippi Department of Environment Quality ("DEQ"), its Commissions, its Permit
Board, its management and staff.

We the undersigned citizens of the Palmers Crossing and adjacent/surrounding communities of
Hattiesburg, Mississippi sign this petition to protest the current draft permit, any and all
permits associated with the construction, use and/or operation related to spraying or
otherwise coating wood products with toxins, specifically in this case, Methyl Bromide also
known as Bromomethane, used to treat wood products for overseas transport/delivery. Methyl
Bromide is sufficiently dangerous to be banned by the Montreal Protocol in most countries
because of its environment hazards. It is only allowed through specific exemptions for limited
application in the United States. The company seeking the permits is In-Line Forest Products.

In that the proposed spraying site is less than /2 mile from a local elementary school, just over
/2 mile from Palmers Heights, a community housing development, and in even closer proximity
to the community center and a church as well as immediately adjacent to residential homes, we
vehemently oppose this site being permitted in Palmers Crossing on Hood Road.

Even the preliminary determination of approval for In-Line states that: “the initial emission
data indicates that the facility will be a major source of Hazardous Air Pollutants”. No level of
hazardous pollutants are acceptable for children whose respiratory systems are still developing
and the many seniors who struggle with asthma and other respiratory illnesses here.
Moreover, there has been no study to determine the additive burden of the cumulative impact
of adding yet another toxin to existing air emissions.

Siting this spray facility in this small African American community violates the very principles
of environment justice. We, the citizens of this area will not accept this facility nor any other
facility or operation that further damages the health and well-being of our children and
families.
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